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CABIN YACHT STORES

The Wilsonian Sailfng Cluk Magazing

We are your local chandler. We carry a wide range of
chandlery for the dinghy sailor, including Keviar and
Spactra ropes, wire standing and running rigging. Wire
to rope splicing a speciality. Discounts for WSC
membears.

You can walk, drive or sail to Cabin Yacht Storesl

Open all Saturday, also Sunday mornings.
Tel: 01634 718020
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Editorial Tomy it

Thank you 1o all those who returned their questionneires. (n general
you liked the present format and contant, but wanted a slightly more
frequent publication. At the same time you wera 8ll conscious of the
cost implicetiona of changes, especially those of more paper and bet-
ter quality reproduction of photos - very desirable, but...

In response, it is planned to issue supplemeantal e-mall bullatins if
newsworihy material comes up between magazine publication dates.
Apolagies ta all thase who don't {yet) have en e-mail address (you re-
ally should get cne you knowl), but printed versions of the e-mails will
be avallable n the clubhouse.

As 1o the photos, you very much liked them, but their number depands
on you, dear readers, supplying them. Surely in these days of digital
cameras you'll all be taking them along on your patrol boat duties - just
e-mail ma the resulia, plaass,

Racing rules brain teasera™what happenad next’ you elther loved or
hated. Maybe those in favour could let me have some material: per-
haps from & recent racing incident of your own?

Finally, you are of course all dying te know who is getting the free
drirk. Well, after excluding the Editer's cronies (we're not politicians,
after all), the editorial computer chose lan Wyatt, Given all that lan
has done for the club over the years, 8 vary propar dacision by tha pe,
and I'm sure he'll enjoy his glass of wabter when ha gats it

Caopy 1o 2, Brissanden Close, Upnor, Rochester, ME2 4XW
Talephone: 1634 727217

E-mail: tonyhunt@waitross.com

Or use the box at the top of the club stairs, pieasa.., someona?

' WILSONIAN SAILING CLUB Hoo, Kent 01634 250318
wwaw. wilsoriansc. ong.uk
COMMODORE Brian Lamb 1G22 T41123

SECRETARY & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Pam Smith 01474 705561
b634 T186225

{ SAILING SECRETARY Colin Treadwel
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Date Time Event Contact/Motes
Joth March  14:00 lca Breaker Season Opansr
ES-I-I e e, ——— == = — I
Exh Aypril First RYA beved 172 training session Patar Hornar
Salurday -z g I
Bth Aprl 110 Epring Points star
18 April First Saturday-Salling m - _Pi!-1:l+nrn|:‘ i
Baturday S
At Mlay 1230 Three-Race Regatta
11 May 1300 South Mant Race
10 Meay Commodares Series Race Ona
Ladies & Juniors Races a.m.
| 28 May 12:00 Pursutt Racs Ty Hurd
Mondayl St pape 10
31 May Topper Opan
Saturday e
Tih Jimna Club Open Oay & Evening Race
Eafurdey
Bth June Sumsmer Serfes slan (sccept Fast)
MYC Meduay Marathon * Tony Hur _
16th June 1500 Crocks Opan* = Daiobis WECKYED
Chalknge Evert |
2 Jure 1100 Madway Regatta Stew Jamas
Ewan'g HEO) Jars Treadesl |
% June 16:30 Medvway Regafta |
Prizegiving
Bhthe301h duimiar Tralming Wisek |
A 1
[ Tli1 Sepl 1100 Aantumn Polnts Stait |
ZEth Bapt 11':!5? Crews’ Race ; - Tany Hurd
1400 Laigh Tragky
T1ih Cclober WEG w. MG Inler Ghilkr Finale Raors™
Saturday
28th October 1030 Last Austummn Points MLE. Times pot GMT
1230 Laying up Cup nat EST
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From the Commodore BrianLamb

Emgber Surdoy
PBET Training

14,00 Stert
BET Bagina

5 The star of Ihe new saason looms, stil a lof of work to do on the boeat
before the Ice Breaker and what about that fitness wraining [ was sup-
posed to do? Anyway, it's always a joy to get back on the river, how-
ever unfit | am and whatever state the boat Isin,

Cavvld Comder

John Parsors

Brian Dunmal

Tanya ORourke  RYA Advan PB

Lashgy ORourike  RYA Leyel 1562
Tony Coulson  Rcky Knights 295l Gat Saiing

ISark Heather

PATROL BOAT PATROL BOAT NOTES
Displ. Bost RIB

Pater tand Malcim Levay

Meslin Wiy

Aunciress Ce

Jahn Musker

Wkt WD

Jefn Treland

v Griffihs Katie Parvis

Bank Holckry  Meonday
Poter Wolslenhsima  Matihew Whynn  Feul Heathar
Sndrev Cox

ARD
Sugranme Hall
Jim Tyler
Jim Tier

Jatn Goudie

i e N : wompae e :
fone of the kinder caplions suggested...] Phato: Dave Valtergrean

Although a great deal of work was achieved during the winler work par-
thes — the flve days wers all well attended with ssvaral members at-
tending maore than one — thare is still a lot left to do, so wark will have
{o continue sfter tha start of our salling season. Those few members
wiho, for whatever regson, ware unable to help on any of the work par-
ties, could either halp out on a summer work party or perhaps volun-
teer for an additional Sunday duty.

The club is still looking for a Dinghy Park Secretary — having spent a
considerable time trying to check who has left their baat over the win-
ter and has not paid the winter fea, | am vary keen that someona
should be appointad as soon as possiblz] By the way could you pleass

David Hudson Paul Tylar

30th March  Fay Graddock  Bob Dutton
fth lam Vilyah C
13tk April  Adan WhIn Sterven Pritier

icahroaker
Agpril
SFP1&Z

G hrisSne Godber
Jackia Hudsom
Paul Tyler
Sarah Callon
John Shanben Duncan Grfiths Gorden Belcher  Brian Reeve
Clubinet offisilly apen
Ann Hesther Tony
Oadd Gawder

Jangt Sherban  eanne Gnfihs
Alar Whnn

gezal
20 April
SP3A4
21s=t Apiil
ITth April
SPsES

DATE
EVENTS
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follow instructions and clearly labe! your boat or trailer —ferreting in-
side dazens of boats trying to find baat numbers is not my idea of fun!
And pleese remamber 1o pay for winter parking when you recaive your
ranawal forms rather than expect someone to chase you for the
maney

The setting up of tha Patrol Boat Team has made scrting out duties
easier this year, although there ara still gaps, especially for kitchen du-
ties — any volunteers to help here will be gratefully accepled. Rememn-
ber the club makes a considersble profit fram kitchen and bar sales,
which help 1o keep membership fees low. Race Officers and their as-
sistanis are reminded that part of their dutles include the cleaning of
the changing rcoms at the end of the day — indeed, aparl from the PET
who are doing 6 or more duties a year, every member of a dufy crew i
expectad to help clean the clubhouse at the end of the day. Remem-
ber tao that eventually all Patrol Boat crews will be expecied o have
done same tralning — see the Pawerboat Training programme and con-
tact John Gare for further datails.

As was explained st the AGM, we are encouragirg job sharing’ -
rather than expect one parsan to cover al aspects of a post, we are or-
ganiging groups 1o share the work. So, If you would like to heip but
don't feel you could devats a lot of fime to the club, let us know and
you can become part of a team.

Peler Horner has set up a series of RYA Dinghy Salling courses for
mambars ard we Intend running others on Saturdays. Wa also need
new - and youngar! — members to become qualified instruectors. We
are currently finding that we need to run more courses with fewer qual-
ified instructors aveilsble, 5o contact Peter if you can help.

We always need to recruit new members — 2lthough our tolal membes-
ship is fairly steady, we are some way below our maximum. A few ad-
ditional members ralse our income, improve the turnout of boatls and
therefore improve compelition and ease the burden of duties for us all.
So, whenever you get the chance, do promate your own club and en-
courage Triends and colleagues to come along and visit us. You, the
members ara, after all, cur best sgurce of new recruits, [Maks a stan
by displaying the cenirefold af your workplace stc. — Ed.J

| ssem to have done a bit of moaning in this letter, but perhaps I'm
geiting my own back for all the complaining | recaive during the sea-
son!! As long as it doesn't get in the way of my salling...

Finally, many thanks io the feam that works so hard te ensure the con-
linuing success of Wilsonian Safling Club.
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My 2002 Season T —

| just want 1o make the members who have to work jealous.
| salled across the Bay of Biscay five imes last year.

One ime, 8 mata wanted to take his boat to the Mediterranaan, first
lag was to La Rochalle. Two weeks kater, lan Wyall's crew, of which |
am ona. sailed Jolie Brise from the Hambla. For anyane who does not
know, the Jolie is = gaff rigged cutter, buili in 1912 and sails in the tall-
ship's races. We toak It io Gijon (hes han), Spain. and came back on
the ferny, two weaks |atar

Then thera is a rally called the Bay of Biscay Triangle. | boarded the
yacht at Shamrock Quay, Scuthampton, sailed to Torguay for the star,
first leg to La Corona, Spain, which took four days. Fairly rough, wind
speed up ko forty-four knots, waves five metres high, nc cocking dane
fior thres days, stayed there for two days recsptions st the local salling
club, back across the bay to La Trinite, France, Weather nearly the
same, only three crew on boat, doing one hour on the helm, two hours
off [this is not making me fealous, Ken - Edj. Stayed st Trinile for two
days, same as bafore al the local salling club, on ouf way back 10
Torquay, we did day-salling, stopping overnight &t Belle lle (an island),
Glenan lles, Audersns, L'Abarwrach, across to Torquay, prelly rough
there. Nine boats taking part. It was not a race, but we all tried 1o beat
the others, there for two days for recovery and presentations, back to
Southampion. | was away for three weeks.

Just to finksh off, I've just come back from the Mad, my friend wanted
his boat moved to San Tropez [ealbousy level risng® - Ed.] a trip of ane
hundred and fifty miles. Started off In gale force winds [or maybe
not...] - as we had flights booked wa had to go

| cnly sailed twe thousand sight hundred and elghty miles |ast year,
Den't ery lads, your tum will coma.

Sorry, Ken, but I'm sure we all agree thaf this in no way compares lo
teating up Cockharm Reach in a blustery NW rak squall, does it?
anyana?... OK, | just said i doesn'f compare, thal's afl., - Ed
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Chilly Willies on New Year's Day

by Rey Winnel

Three visitors joined t
tiane for the Mew Year's Day race.
cant days producsed a torrent of wa
to the aulgoing tide, made uprive
boats. However, there was suffici
the short course. As the four fasl

Buzz) were completing their first

and so tha race officer ook t
for the rest at one |ap. As It U
and the faster boats completed their
fima and occupied the top places on corre

Class Ball Mo
Fireball T4EDsE
Wariex 1205
RS 400 64
Burz -Th!)

W ayTanar 10304
Bradial Lggar 171583
Laser TS0
Rafsl Lasgr 171715

RS Yaeo 201

Lagar 172540
Lasar 142430
Laser || 5485

Mrace ag0s

Helm

Tony Hunt
Grahame Smith
Chrig Ashby
Blark Headner
Brian Lamb
Androw Smith
Feber Bieichar
Hick van Timan
Phil Hamis
Gordon Gacher
Pl Heathar
Dawe Fry

Fater Hormar

ar boats (Fireball,
lap. the wind dropped significanily
he reascnable decision to shorten courss
med out, tha wind then pickad up again
second and final lap in @ quicker
cied average lap times

Craw

lan Haris

Wike Sanith
Lucy Hagthar

Brian Wanwick

7

Duncan Goifilns

Corr. Linag
2032
2055
2068
2184
2338
2554
2188
2400
2414
2530
26532
256E

2648

ha cdlub members in the wet and blustery condi-
The vast quantities of rain cver re-
{ar coming down river which, added
ailing & struggle for the siower

ent wind for all boats 1o gel arcund
Vortex, RS400 and

10

ik

12

Wilsomin Sailing Chat Magazing 5

What's Going on? \with Pam St

Mothing much to report bayend that mentionad in the AGM Minutes.

\Wa have a stock of clothing for sale from |ast season which we would
like to sell at cost price, slso we have a new stock of elathing, We
nead someane to help 2all the merchandise. If anyane is interested
please contact Pam Smith

Pleass note that the refund of deposits for oid dinghy park keys will
cease gs from 30th June 2003,

Happy Sailing

As many of you may be aware, wa've produced a flyer that we've bean
giving out to all and sundry promoting this June's sailing events. [
check of the calendar will show that 8 num bar of major events are hap-
pening In quick succession, and we're hoping to use this (o attract visi-
tare who can then sall several events for tha hassle of one boat-trail.

The idea is to put Medway more on the sailing map af people fram oul-

side the area enhance our own racing and, who knows, this yaar's visi-
tors might be next year's membess.

The svenis ara.

Gi/Tth  WSC Open Day/MYC Medway Marathomn
15th WSC Creeks Open

28thi2eth Medway Regatta.

In sddition, we're offering pecple who do mon2 tnan cne of the sbove
events free boat parking at the club over the period, and the chance to
join in our club racing an 22ndl.

Piease help to promote this initiative: if you have friends at oiner
clubs. or know people with your elass of boat, suggest they join in.
Let's make the sailing this June somathing to rermember!

Copies of the flyer can be had from Tony Hunt (see Inside front cover
for contact details) either on paper o in an e-mail attachmant.
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Sailing Secretary's Report wcotis rsadwen

Commodore's/Bosun’'s

Az you are no doubt aware, we experimanted during the 2002 season
with a revised Commodere's format, compriging of & singie event'stan
for ail classes, utilising a committea boat start/finish and average lap
fimes. The reazons for doing so have alraady previously been stated,
so | won't go over old ground, However, at year-end each Fleet Cap-
tain ralsed ha matter as an agenda item at their respective Fleet
Evening during the closed saason, 1o seek faedback for the Sailing
Committee’s review of the experiment. \We learnt thet there was a di-
versity of views across, 88 well as within, all fleels. The commities
bost starts were generally liked. However, average lap racing, the sin-
gle mase slart and the style of courses selectad were all generally dis-
liked. Most significantly of all, the length of time iaken io get between
the Club and the startfinish ling was found o ba excessive. Conse-
guently, we have revised the event(s) again for 2003, the key features
of which can be summarised as follows:

B Thare will be two saparate evants = Commodore's snd Bosun's,
the only difference being that the Commodore's will ba raced
over a longer distance course than the Bosun's

¥ It is intended to start from a committes boat wheraver possible,
and to finish at the Club line

*  GCommodore's and Bosun's fleets will start togather, but boats
will be split according to speed In thres staggered starts at 10
minube intervals. Boals with a PY of 1131 of graater will starl
first, followed 10 minutes |ater by boats with a PY of 1001 to
1130 and than 10 minutes later agzin by boats with a PY of laes
than 1060

¥ Competitors can choosa whether they enter the Commodore's or
Bosun's on any given occagion, but should bear in mind the
number of recas requirad to gualify for either event, as 1aid down
I the Sailing Instruciions.

» Average |ap mcing will NOT be utilised. Generally, fixed navi-
gation marks will be used, along with inflatable Club buoys
where degirable.

The foregoing is intended to retain the prestige element of the Com-
modore’s, to enable paricipation in the Commaodore’s by slower boats

LOMG
COAUMRSE

Class
Firaball
Woria

Laser 4000

Daprey

RE §0d

RE 400
Dsprey

Laser 5000
RS 400

A5 10

Tolal Stariers

SHORT
COURSE

Scomion
Scorplon
Woyfarer

W ayfanar

Lasar Ragial

W ayfared

Hamk 20
L 2000
W eyfamr

Total Slariers

Safl o

14G0a
1205
dalit

1156

L1

864

A3

4E1

1938
LE]
120

BT

172348
E4
3795
L)
2558

BGH

Helm

Tony Hunt
Grahame Smith
Cianed Magon

Martin. JonesiJon Os-
goodiJohn Shenen

lam Farns
Chrkk Aghby
Timn Kift

Jon Tinfams
Sania Riny

Chifls Meson

Adrign Sl
Mark Los

Brisn Lamb
Wick Slwwarl
Gordon Beloher
Ben Dubohn
Draud Hudson
Arethuiss

Foy Winnet

Richard S4one
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Coris
Matl Virynn

Shuar Mazmn

Jer Oagood &7

Mick Smith
Skove Offer
Ssave Tinnams

Pater Curl

Rab Senigth
Sally Taylar
Brian Warwick

Brign McHenzar
Simen Plersan

Pager Good
Jackie Hudaan
Sailabilty
John Gumett
OHly Huif

Points  Pos#flan

b count
] 1
i7 i
i 3
Fa 4
3 5
5 ]
25 T
L% L
| 1
54 10

average 9.8

7 1
12 z
14 3
27 A
30 g
14 B
a7 7
57 g
B ]
64 10

averags 112
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2002 Winter Series from Roy Winast

The Winter Saries atfracted 47 entries, including 8 visitors from Med-
wey YG, Royal Engineers Y'C, Whitstable SC, Bough Beech SC, We-
ston SC and Arethusa Sailabilily

The 13 race series (six to count) was held from 3rd November fo 15th
December, with choice of lang or short course.

Light o moderale windgs prevailed most of the time but racing was
abandoned an three occasions when calma pravailed.

The host club picked up all the prizes in the long course event with
Tany HuntMatt Wynn (Fireball) comfortably taking the title in the end,
with threa firsts and three seconds o count Nonatheless, seven boats
had stood & chence of the top skot at the beginning of the final day,
and the ather placings were decided in the final race with all the con-
tanders on the start line. David/Stuart Mason (Laser 4000) masterad
the wet and windy conditions well for second that lifted them to third on
apgregate while Grahame Smith (Vorex) crossed the line for fifth that
was just sufficient 1o hold onto runners-up spoit for the saries.

John Shenton/Jonathan Osgoad (Osprey) and lan Parris (RS 600) fin-
izhad at the back of the fleal, so had to setile fior fourth and fifth prizes
based on their previous results. While Chris Ashby/Mick Smith (RS
400) finished in third but just missed out on the prizes at sixth overall

The short coursa prizes were also up for grabs in the last race of the
siries and here visitors were in contention. Unfortunately, the curreat
fieet leader, Mark Lee/Sally Taylor {Bcorpion) Madway YC was absami
and second placed Brian LambfBrian Warwick (Wayfarer) from the
hcst club were on patrol boat duty. However, the ofher contenders,
Adrian/Rob Smith {Scorpion) Weston SC, Nick Stewart/Brian McKen-
zie (Wayfarer) Medway YC and Gordon Belcher (Laser Radial) wers
prasent,

Tha Smith pair already had four firsts and a second under thair baits.
They stormed to an cutstanding victory finighing over 5 minutes ahead
of the rest of the fleet to promote themselves to a wall-daserved first
place on the pedium, pushing Lee/Taylor and Lamb\Wamwick into sec-
ond and third places respectively. YWhile Stewart/Mckenzie heid for
fourth prize, Belcher for fifth and Cavid/Jackie Hudson salled the lead-
ing one of slx Mirgckes in the series into sixth place.

Ovarall results opposite.
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and to provide more uniform conditions of wind and tide for all com-
pelitors.

Club Cruise

Regrettably, |ast year's cruise to Aylesford was rather poorly sup-
ported, despite all the afforts of Peter Hampson in organising the event
(thanks Peter). Let's hope we gal a better response to this year's
cruise, io Queenborough, on Saturday 21 Juna

New Year's Day Race 2003

This years race réslisad 13 entries and £700 for the RNLI

Winter Series — earlier start times

Those who competed (n last year's Winter Series will know that we ex-
perimanted with start times 30 minutes earlier than in other long serles’
events. This seemed to work very well, enabling racing to finish be-
fore the customary Autumn late afismoon dying breeze and minfmis-

ing the bresk between races where it is all too easy to begin to feal
cold and uncomfotable. We intend to repeat this feature this year.

Inter-Club Challenge

Last year's Inter-Club challengs saw us compeling against Medway
Yacht Club in a very informa, yet compatifive and anjoyable, event,
Whilst the qualifying races coincided with the WEC Creeks Open and
tha MYC Marathon, it neverthelass concludad with a dedicated Re-
gatta Day in October, followad by & meal and an enterteining quiz
night. Nesdless to say we thrashed them in both!!! The Challenge
proved very =njoyable and will be repeated this year, hosted by MYC.
It Is great 1o ses our two clubs competing and socialising tegether, so
please iry ta join in this year if you possibly can. Itonly Involves taking
part (n ihe Creeks Open, the Medway Marathon and the Grand Finala
regatia day on Saturday, 11th Oclober. | must also stress that it is not
just for the faster boats. |t would be great o see some mare of our
other boats getiing sluck in

Open Meetings

Thiz year's Open Meetings will be the Tappar Open on 31 May, the
Medway Marathon on 8 June, the Cresks Open on 16 June, the Med-
way Regatta on 28/29 Juna, the Winter Series between 2 November
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and 14 December and the Maw Year's Day Race
nanoes/new decisions affecting Club handicap racing

After lengthy deliberations at each Fleet Evening, and thereafier at
Salling Commitles, the following decisions have been taken and will
be implemenied in Club handicap racing this year

% Miracles may be sailed single-handed with a PY 1136

% Other classes may be single-handed with existing PY as aliocatad
by WSC

% Al clazses may be sailed with more than the requisits numbes of
crew, with no adjusiment to existing handicap as allocated Dy
WSC

» Single-nanders with muitiple rigs (eg Laser with "full” and “radial”)
may change their rig throughout tha Commodare'siBosun's sanes
whilst still counting as & single entry in the series. However. the
PY handicap appliad to a given race will be determined by that
carresponding to the actusl rig used.

% The results in the Commadaore's/Bosun's series will be allocated to
the helm, NOT to the beal  Thus, two different helms racing the
sgme boat in different races would count as two ssparale entries

The faregoing applies only to Club handicap events, NOT to
Open meeting events (the latter being subject to the rules of the
avent and of the competing classes).

Pursyit race (see 3iso separate arficle - Ed]

This year wa have intraduced a Pursuit Race on Bank Holiday Monacay
98 May. Thisis a fun race for al-comers, arranged fo give thosa who
do not ueually win 3 better chance by using personal handicaps. 1 is
nossible that etarting could be from the beach under the instructions of
tne Race Officer, departing in reversa handicap order, slower competl-
bors firet, faster later. The finish will be &t the Club line, with resuls ai-
located by finishing order over the line with no subsaguent calculation.
in ather words, the handicaps determine the staring order rather than
the finishing order.

Craws' rage
Wa have also intreduced an informal crews' race on the moming of the

Leigh Trophy race on 28 September, thereby giving those ever-
unaporecistad vietms the chanca ko gettheir own back! Single-
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Thursday

Nan-spinnaker and single-handed race observed through 2 telascope
thoughtfully provided by the BEB landlady for our bay window. Perfect
conditions. Wind 3-4, fantastic sunshine. After lunch lighter winds
made for very compatitive racing as leaders guarded their position and
cortenders fought to nudge up the ranks.

Later, tha Miracle AGM. A number of paints were mads about the
health of the association and we were reminded of gur personal re-
spansibility to promote Miracle sailing, if only far the selfish reason that
withaut the association our hoats would be worth nothing, Food for
thought was followed swiltly by food for the stomach and the entire
Wilsonian contingent (17) sought out an excellent carvery in the town
The many and vanous holel cabaret perionmers seranaded U as we
walked back along the seafront. One mighl have imagined one was

| - Llandudno, the cheesy-listening aklternative to |biza.

Friday

Parfect sunshine, biue skies but light and fickle winds. The start was
repeatedly postponed and then ve were recalled on account of the
many beats over the fine. Despilz the fantastic waather, we fell somy
to have 1o take |save of the beautiful view from the sea and come
ashore for the last time. After all, we fait we had only just got into it.
WWa were honoured thal the prize giving was held in a splendid ban-
yueting suite in the civic centre, and by the warm welcome from Llan-
dudna saliing club. Our chairman and two local councillors handed oul
the prizes and awards, Truly the achievements of our fellow sailors
wera and are both an inspiration and a challenge to every ane of us.
Ard o, til the next Year........ good racing,
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Monday

Tarrible storms in the night, awoke 5.20 am in 2 panic and ste the B&E
eustard creams, Winds caimed to 8 4-5 but still pienty of the white
gtuff, Cooked breakfast churned unhelpfully whilst we awaited an end
1o the postponement. Finatly we were off, launching from the beach
inta the surf, and from there into quite & swell, The back of the fleet
wera finished at the third leg, but we had had our little trigls and tr-
umphs. Miracle 1506 (Sarah and Steve Petiifer) had to rethread the
mainshest when it siipped a knod, and crew of 210 was sean doing an
Ellen MacArthur up the mast trying to unravel the spinnaker halliard.
Full marks for self-sabotage. Fantastic sunshine for the s2cond race in
somewhat lightar conditions,

Disco In the clubhcuss previded an oppertunity for the young and
glamecrous Miracle sailors to check out the Danish Hoble 405 team
gharing the venue for the weex,

Tuesday

Mizleadingly calm on the beach. . Very gusty 4-5 {occ. B) just off the
beach! Hence capsize on way lo start line (must remember the dan-
oers of 8 0=ed run in those conditions). Quite a chop on the start line
and 8 postponement while we awaited the go ahead from the harbaur-
masiar. The air was filled with howling wind, cracking sails, and shouls
across the water. Exciting stuff and an opportunity to shuffle the line-
up & bit with Miracle 1506 (Sarah and Steva) saming a cool 11™ place.
Apparently the second race was a bit caimer, but more than that | don't
know cos we like,,, retired...

Karacke in the clubhouse. Bar-gtaff cheesed off, Adam Treadwell's
singing single-handedly emptied the clubhouse .

Waeadnesday

Noticaable deterioration in physical condition of fellow guests at Hik-
iary's B& B. Sarah has appearance of aftempled garrotting which she
assures me is due to chafing from drysult.& points race In very unpre-
dictable conditions Start postponed due to massive windshift, which
was handy as & number of boats were stuck in vacuum, leeward of
committes boat 10mins later wa were piting along unconiroliably.
The 8" race was In somewhat steadier conditions. A cheary avening
was spent at Miracle 206's holiday home in the beautiful walled town
of Comwy wers |olned by the remaindar of the Treadwell Family and
Nina Walls. Tales of tha saa were retountad, beer was imbibed and
lightly barbequed meat was consumead. Yum.

Witsenlan Sedling Club Mapazine

handers may enter, but unless the sajlor is usually & craw they will not
be eligible to win.

Pre-Season s¢lies

This was introduced this vear, on a frial basis, to accommodate the
needs of the idiots, sorry, hardened few. From what | have been hear-
ing it has proved very successful, and enjoyed some brilliant weather.
What | particularly liked aboul this avent was the teamwork Involvec.
Evary competitor halped to open and run the club and then, &t the end
of the day, to clean and close the club. It made for a very clean club,
very afficient organisation and a very saly finish Lo the day, with no
one individual having a disproportionate workioad. If only every Sun-
day could operate so wellll Thanks to lan Paris for all his efforts in or-
ganising things.

Training - sail and power

The foliewing sail and power-boat training has been organised this
year:

Sailing RYA Level 112 on 312 April 31T May

Power-boat  RYA Level 2 on 118116 March, 10/17/24 May and
6/13/20 September

Powerboat RYA Advanced on 22 February, 12113 April and 1819
October

Patrol Boat Team training on 9 February, 29 March, 28 April, 31
May, 21 June, 19 July, 23 August and 4 Oclobar

Bank Holldsys

With the excaption of the Pursuit Race on 26 May, please De advised
that no organised activity is planned for Bank Holidays., Whilst the
Clubhouse may be opaned when & key-holder is on site, there is no
guaraniee that it will always be open, The Club may stil be usad on
these days, but plesse come along adequately prepared for the Club-
house o be closed.

Signing On/Off procedures

By way of an early warning, we may well hava ta review our existing
procedures far all club racing next year, by replacing the traditional
“signing-on” forms with a tally system whereby each competitor (Crews
as well 28 helms) removes and replaces a tally, Further details will fol-
low during the course of the year, but it iz quile Ikely such a sysiem
will be implamented for this year's Medway Regatta.




1 wilsmiss Seiling Clob Wagazine
Einally

| wich everyone a very enjoyable
saason and look forward o seeing E!
you all out on the water, capitalis- :
ing on every penny of your sub- .
seription fes, Let's hops we'll see f
some brillant breezes, coupled . !
with plenty of wamm suany week-
ends. See you out there.

The “New” Pursuit Race

The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed a novelty in the sailing
calendar this year, On Bank Holiday Monday, 28th May. we are having
a pursuit race, Mow, hefore the ienger-esiablished members all wite
in: yes, we know thet hollday Mondeys and pursult races have both
been done before, but not quits in this year's form, we can assure youl.
The new farm shoukd feature sasier starting and a less spread-out fleai
at the end of the race, and, most importantly, be more anjoyable.

Ear thase that do not know, @ pursuit race is one in which the slowrer
boats are slared first and the faster ones laler, thus in reverse order to
iheir handicaps. If the handicapping is perfect, all boats should cross
the finish line together. It doesn't work out quite thed way, of course,
wut it shiould sveld that feeling of *by the time I'm back in my Toppe
the bar will be closad”, indeed, there's no reason why you shouldn't be
back first kn your Topper. And first over the finish fing Is the winner, as
the handicapping is all taken care of in the starting times.

“Ah.” | hear you Saying, “but 171 be beaten home Dy the hot guys™, Not
=0 in this race. This time wa'rs intreducing personal handicaps based
on everybody’s performances last year, many boats will be starting
singly, the hot helms an appropdiata fime after the ‘yet 1o be hot'. 3o il
we've gol it right, anyone sailing a bit better than they did last year wid
be in with 3 chance of a win, aven if they are usually st {or first!).

It"s nat to be taken too seriously, of Course - Qur handicapping woanl ba
that perfect, but we do think youll nave fun, exciting racing, with no
long, lenely sail home and no wait for handicaps to be worked out

e
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2002 Miracie Nationais at Liandudno

B persenal pccount fram lenny Elarks

Locking back on the week's sailing and socialising in Llandudne, &8 8
newscmer to the Nationals scena, | can hardly balieve that a more en-
ioyable, thrilling and relaxing holiday formula exists. The town of Llan-
dudno straddies the peninsula of the Greal Grm in Norihwest VWales,
and is set againsl the peake of Snovdonia Natienal Park. The pralty
pastels of the perfect Victoran promenacde set against this rugged
backdrop viewed from the sea (in the slightly less hectic moments an
the water}, is reminiscant of childhood storybocks. Though the gailing
itself was no child’s play, we ware offered @i sssistance, advics, and
spare parts unguestioningly by fellow Miracle sailars right up untll the
starling sequenca. The bronze and silver figet were paired off with
hiddies from the full eream gold fieat to facilitate this. One of our main
concerns was not to spall the racing for thosa wWe percaived to be more
sxperienced than us. A fairy groundiass fear since the good sallors
were generally miles ahead, and at the back of the flest shared the
same concems and with the help of a few basic rules wa managed o
avoid any msjor mishaps. Anather worry, having racently sailed in dis-
aster movie seas st Broadstairs, wes safety, and safety boat cover.
The Iatter could nat be pralsed highly enaugh, for within minutes of
capsizing a rio would appeared alongside io offer advice and faitnfully
retrieva flogting bottles of suntan lotion 2o, Mot satisfied with seeing
you right the boat, they hung around until the tub was undenway and
the crew stopped wailing. Mirack 210 baasts her orginal fixlures and
fitlings, which does not nclude a Highfield lever, or spreaders, Nor dig
we splash out on new 3alls or a fancy paint job but | don't think we had
any lsss fun than othar competitors, and | am sura we had considar-
ably more fun than those who stayad at home. Theugh we came 257
aut of 25, we can still cizim to have beaten evary single Miracle who
did not enter. So to sl those reading this article lo whom this applies. ..
see you &t the Nationals 2003, if you think you'ra hard encugh!

Sunday

Hours spent fiddling with fittings and mending a puncture in the
launching troliey. And finally we ams off for the practice race, which
yields our best result of tha ehampionships. Certain smount of confu-
sion cver tha course, which is discussed later in, the clubhouse slong
with analysis of the 4 way all-Wilsonian collision ai the 3" mark




14 Wilmnizn Sailing Cluk Magozine

The Hoe Freezer 2003 iy Yomy Bt

This year's Hoo Freazer was grest. No matter that, for reasons entirely
of our own doing, we under-performed in the Fireball. Never mind the
freezing cold, with ice on the boat cover on the Saturday. And notwith=
standing the fact that | stil don't think that the Medway and courses for
‘average lap timing' are suitad. It was great.

The wird was planing strength most of the time, but nct so strong as to
give anyone koo many problems, and the sun even cama out on Sun-
day, making iife in a drysuit pretty comfortable. So the sailing, for sail-
ing's seke, was good: | hadn't been missing it before the Freszer, but
by the time the weekend was over found mysalf lusfing for more - in
lags than six weeks since the Chilly Willies, I'd forgotten what fun i
could be: sparking water, splashing wavelets, the rush of spray.

But what really made the weekend was the quality of the compstition.
As we milled around the start line on the Sunday, | found mysell say-
ing to Peter, "this is a big event!”. There geamad to be &l leest one or
two boats from gimost every class going (except Ospreys - where were
you'?!), and the boats were genarally-speaking from the top end of the
rarkings in the class. And yel there were also peaple thera who ware
clearly relative novices, laking the cpportunity to get ol an the water
in their naw boats and suffering no ill-effects - sinca everyone seemad
to be &0 gentlemanly, Maybe it was because most of us wera from dif-
fmrant classes and didn'l know each olher, but it seemed to ma that the
faet fimat stan, crowded though it was with experts, was a very wall-
besaved, give and take affair. Indead, the only shouting | noticed all
weskand was among a cluster of boats belonging fo the sama class

| guess the appeal was a bit like that of the Amazon Jungle, in thal tha
sheer richnass in different species was infriguing. Thers was aven a
Merlin Rocket there - going well toe, by the look of it. And te be planing
pretty fast in a Fireball with the kite up, then notice 3 49'er gliding ef-
fartlessly (apparently!) pasi to leeward a3 it lapped you was a BUfpriss.
to say the least!

Ag Lsual, there was & good atmosphere along at Hoo Ness Yacht Club,
as paople ate, drank and chatted about the race and the season o
some, while waiting for the results, That was something that could be
enjoyad even if you hadn't sailed. So thanks very much to all the of-
ganisars and helpers - many (most?) of whom ware fram aur club.

Sga the video at Yachts & Yachting on-line or the Hoo Nass YC sitel
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD 21*" FEBRUARY 2003

Brian Lamb (Commodore) was in the chair and 43 members were present.

|. Commedere's opening remarks: Brian Lamb welcomed all the members
1o the 45 Annwal General Meeting of WSC.

3, Apologies for Absence: these were from C Ashby, A & P Heather, E
Rose, T Gurnett, B Dunmall, M Groom, T & B Sims, B Reeve, B Smith,
P & P Monerieffe, ] Shenton, A Clements, R Craddock, | Craddock, K
Flowerdny, J Shenton.

3, Minwies of 2002 Annoal Genesal Mesting: There were oo corrections to
these minutes, which were signed by the Commodore,

4. Secrstary’s Repori on the operstion of ke Club in 2002: A writien report
has been circulated. There was an error in the total membership for
2002, but the Renewals Sec & Treasurer sorted out the difference, mak-
ing the total ot 174

Membership

Ouwr Ogures over the last fow years are: -

Year 1996 (997 1968 1999 2000 2001 2042
Membership 187 200 2013 204 i i I'M
New members in year 29 26 22 2@ AN 21 19

First of 2ll we have tried w make it easier for & fow members of the Commit-
tee hy job sharing, instead of leaving it to one iadividual pereon. For instance
The Tressurer, Trish Ayris will be helped by Gill Warwick, who will bank
the tekings each week. The final accounts will be prepared by Ken Crindwell
and then sudited by =n Avditor (not yet elected). The Membership Secretary,
mipself, will be helped by the General Committze in oversering prospective
new members when they visi the Club in my abasnce. Twill be responsible
for sending out the forms. Tony Hunt who will take the minutes at the Sailing
Commitiec meetings will assist Colin Treadwell, Sailing Secretary. Lastly the
Bosun, Brian Warwick bias pat ogsther a team of people to help with diffes-
ent aspects of engineering expestise wo keep the Patrel Boats end RIBs on the
water.
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Publicity

The Web site ks been very populer and kept well up to date, which is dwm
to Peter Harner Web sddress www WilsonianSC orguk. Roy Winnett has
continued 1o write articles to the local paper each week and published the re-
sults to go onto sur web-site. Ray Craddock has resigned as Publicity Officer,
this is quite an important pest as it advertises the Club arcund the borough
and alsn work with Madway Tourism Association and Medway Marketing
Ciroup.

House Committee

The Hause Committee has laid on some very successful events during the sea-
son, including the Medway Repatia BBOQ and Committze Dinner. Cur annual
Dinner and prize- giving once again took place at the Lloyds® Sports & Social
Club in Gillingham and proved a great success, The firework night wenl with
a hang, always o well-attended event. Lastly the children's party, a good 30-
cial event for both children and adulis alike.

Teaini
Tohn Gore, Peter Horer and others have put & lod of effort in training, for
sailing, from juaiers and powerbaat, which quite a few people have benzfited.
A fhll teaining programme has been organised for 2003,

Thanks go to everyone who has helped in some way during the year, cspe-
cially those retiring or standing down from office.

Onee sgain could [ ask those of you who have an emeil address and have mot
receivad anything frem me over the past mooth please let me know.

5. Treasurer’s Report: The Audited Income & Expenditore, Current Asscts
& Liability sccounts and the depreciation schedule were circulated. The
members present formally approved these.

3002, yet another good year for the Club’s finances.,

The year ended with little money lefl in the Back, bat there was no cause for

alarrm, £172% of the 2003 subs. arrived early, but they were not needed. The

books were closed with a balance of £4134 in addition to the new subs. — 10%

of annual expenditure.

Crver £9,000 has been spent on impeoving safity cover for crews by purchas-

ing new engines, radies and another RIB in 2002, AL the same time nearly

£5,000 has been speat on improving and maintaining site facilities.

The poliey of modest annual increases in subs continnes, this is to eover in-

ereasing fixed costs of rent, rates, insurince and increaging varinble costs of
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still More Power wihonn cors

For some tha year has already startad in earnest. So far this year there
has baen a Level 2/ Safely Boat course, a Fatrol Boat Team training
day, the Hoo Freezer and the Pre-Season Series o cover, Not bad for
the clese season!

| was originally encouraged by the rasponse to the training require-
ments forms distributed with the renewal forms. However, when |
came to allocating bodbes to courses the response was nel 50 good. Bo
much so that it was necessary to cancel the Level 2/Safety Boat
course, due to siart 1% March, as five oul of the six people for whom
places had been reserved could not make il. To data | have had no re-
sponse at all from those allocated places on the May course. Out of
ihe three who requested advanced training, and were allocated places,
two have withdraven and the thind has
not responded. Thersfore, rather than
hit my head against the proverbial
brick wall, | have decided to ignore all
the training requests that | have and
ravert to the tried and tested mathod.
Anybody who requires powerboat
training should put their names on
the forms on the general notice
board. If there are mong than three
names for a paticular course it will be
run, otherwise It will be cancelled. Un-
fortunately, it will not be possible to run ="
ad-hoc courses this year, as they wers
last year, as time ks extremely limitad,
The safety boat course due to be
run on March 29" will till go ahead,
for thoze who have already sent me
their cheques,

| sinceraly hope that it will not be nec-
essary 1o cancel any more courses this

year, a5 | like to think that they are ;
areat fun, as well as educational. I's The sort of frisndly chaps

alsa & good way, once gualified, to gst ¥4 encounter in patrol

; boal dutfes,
out of kitchen dutjas! Phata by Grahame Smith.
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Wet!
No Waytarer or Medium Fleet Reports?

Indeed. members of the Madium and Wayfarer Fleels hoping to see
thair names in print will have to wait till the next issue for thelr chance
of fame. But not to worry, the next issue [ due oul &s 500N as lhe end
of May, and for this reasen your Fleet Caplains seem to hawve decided
1o hold fire il then, They cleardy feel that they can rely on you @ find
your own way to the start iing for the star of tha ssason on 30th
March, and to judge by the enthusiasm displayed ot your flaet
eyvenings (both of which the Editor had the pleasura of attending), thay
are unlikely 1o be disappointed.

To & dispassicnate observer, the main questions seem 1o De; “will any
of the Waylarers be able to mount a consistent enough campaign 1o
knock the Commodore off his perch?’ and ‘will the two-man boats be
abile to withstand the swelling ranks of assorted singlehanders in the
Medium Flest?". With regard to the latter question, walch out for the
Laser 2000 versus Comet Race feature In the next issue - two claasas
whose popularity can onfy be good for the club owing 1o their high ratio
of salling reward to (crewing) difficulty. Meanwhile, there are naw
handicaps for &t least the Laser 2000, Phartom and Vareo, all inthe
directions you'd expect, to make the racing even tighter this season
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water, sewage disposal, printing, licences sle. It costs L£200 a week to keep
the Cliub going whether the Chub is open or not. This is why it is & good fo
make use of the Club as much as possible.

Good news on petrol sosts which is the bulk of our expenditure. The Club is
eligible to receive Excise Duty relief for fuel used in Patrol Boats aperating
for safety duties at sea. HM.Customs & Excise accepted the area defined as
Chutham to Sheerness. The operating hours and fuel wsed by our “Safety
Bogts™ over the past three vears is being caleulated by Ken Crundwell.

The income from Kiichen/Bar sales is up by £1100, which is pood but the
st of those sales are up by nearly £1200 reducing the profit margin by over
3%, As this is our third largest svurce of income after subs, and dinghy park-
ing, the House Commmittes has been advised to inerease prices to rectify the
imhbalance. A healthy margin on Functions demonsirates good managemant
by the House Committes.

The rige in Subs/Soining fees/Parking received s equally due to an increase 1
membership in and 1o the small increases in subs, It is still important 1o en-
COUTAZE BEW Membears,

Boat maintenance wes lower with anly one displacement baat in use. RIBs
maintenanes may be lower but could be offsct by higher replacement costs,
this should be a programmed expense, something for the Committee to think
ahout,

The Site meinfenance was higher than budgeted due o the clearing up afier
the extension and major works on the top track,

Printing costs were higher than 2001 due to the purchasing of car and boat
stickers,

Water & sewagc costs were up 22%, An alternative method of dealing with
waste will be looked into.

The locks end keys were replaced in October at a cost of £605.39 the deadline
for refunding deposits on old keys has been set at June 30" 2003.

Without the capital expenditure of £9943 61 we would have a surplus of just
aver £5,000 this is reflected in the increased value of fixed assets after depre-
CIATIfn.

Total current assets are almast £2,000 higher than at the end of 2001

INTERYV AL
6. Appoiniments: With the exception of Dinghy Park Secretary, individual

persons were nominated for sach of the following posts, who were therefore
decmed 1o be electad:
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ASS[STANT QOFFICERS {Appointed by General Committes)

DINGHY PARK SECRETARY YVACARNCY

DUTY LIST SECRETARY Christine Godber
MEMBERSHIF RENEWALS Trish Asris

MEMBERSHIF SECEETARY Pam Smith

TRAINING PRINCIFAL Tom Sims

CHIEF TRAINING INSTRUCTOR Peter Hormer

EDITOR 31 %3 Tony Hunt

FUBLICITY OFFICER Brian Beevs

MEASURER Totm 5ims

TROPHY SECRETARY Iin Parris

EKENT SCHOOLSYOUTH CO-0ORDINATOR Ann Heather

POWER BOAT SECRETARY John Gore

STTE SERVICES MANAGER Alan Wynn

NOMINATIONS RECEIVED

POSTIOMN HOMINEE PROPOSER  SECONDEE
COMMODORE Brian Lamb Tam Sims Ann Hember
VICE COMMODORE  lan Wyatt Brian Lamb  Kén Crundwell
REAR COMMODORE Roy Winnett Isn Wyatt Colin Treadwell
SECRETARY Pam Smith Boy Winnett  [an Wyail
TREASURER Trish Ayris Ann Heather  Peter Homer
BOSUN Brian Warwick Brizn Lamb Colin Treadwell

SAILING SECRETARY Colin Treadwell R Knights  Brian Lamb
HOUSE SECRETARY Jene Treacwell Pam Smith Tom $ima

GENERAL COMMITTEE
(& places) C Cherriman 1
lan Gare ]
Ricky Knights 1
Steve James JBrian Lamb  Roy Winnett

Brian Warwick ]
Duncen Griffiths ]
HOUSE COMMITTEE
{Splaces) Gill Warwick ]
Christine Eaglestone]
Carol Wynn ]
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Fast Handicap Fleet ReDOIt o s

Well, festivities over, plenty of work done in the club and the dinghy
park and, far soma, a liftle salling.

The Hoo Freezer was as cold as its name but the Fast Flaet were out
there again. Wall done te Martin Jones in his Contender Saiad & Dasd |
& awerall and a member of the three strong finst place club team,
along with |an Parris In his RS600 P oy and Grahame Smith with

his Vortex Tde Seaatr.

Tha Bre-Season Series is underway for those who have entered, en-
joying semea gentle, bright and refatively warm conditions.

It seemed as though most of the club had migrated to Ally Pally for T
dinghy shaw, each with his purpese in mind. For me, after hawving ne-
gotigted a discount on six bucyancy aids, threa watsuits, one drysul,
tw pairs of gloves and a pair of boots, the purpese was ta invesligate
the addition of & 15m° kite to the Vortex, which, having seen it, | am
now even more impatient for it to
be adopted by the olass.

On the organisational fromt 1an
Parris was retumed as the Fast
Fleet Captain for this year and
Grahame Smith has voluneered
to act as the Vice Fleet Captain,
Cur thanks to Chris Ashby and
Tim Kif for their work last year
acs the joint Vice Capiains. If you
have any thoughts or SUDges-
tiong with regard to the Fast
Fleed, or just wanl some 235i5-
tance then please feel free to
contact myself or lan and we will
do our best 1o help.

We would both like o welcome
the new members to the Fast
Fleet and look forward to seeing
you all on the water when the
main season begins.

fan & Martin sandwich e
Mazkell's Fireball at the Freezer.
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Summer p.m., Autumn a.m,, Autumn p.m. Ken Flowerday  JPam Smith lan Wyamn
| Ricky Knights ]
Commodore's and Bosun's Trophies AUDITOR Roy McLsod 1
Last year saw & frial change to the sbove series incorporating the Bo- RUSTEES  Martin Fish ]
gun's inte the Commadore's and sefting lapping courses 10 give &l ’ Bernard Smith 1
classes of bost & similar time racing. The malority of Miracle fleet Roy MeLzod ICalin Treadwell Brian Lamhb
members considered the sail to and from the racing area {usually st Dave Vettergreen |
the other end of the istand) was too long. Commiittee boat starls Wwere
ked but should =lart no further down-river than buoy 28 and we would Ag ¥
prefer the finish to be nearer the club. The strong majority wanted Lo Elfﬁ; %ﬁﬂﬂ
return to separate Commodores and Bosuns saries. | am sure the Wayfarer Tibina Coondi
Sailing Secretary’s arlicle will detail the changes for 2003 and 50 | will Handicap (Fast) lan Parrit
not give them here. Suffice it 1o say that the other flaets were fairly i ’ by Py Wik
avenly divided in their views and the Miracle fleet vote was a major in- g d‘.“"‘ i VACANCY
fluence in the decision amived at at Salling Commitiee. | think mast of ndicap (uniors) .
the Miracle fleet will be happy with the resulting format. :;HLEL:T:.Esmamu!m PR
Tapper The Heather Family

As Can see, your views and suggestions do count, ;
PR X o Saturday Sailing Martin Jesswp & Peter Horner

By the time this goes to press we will have had our next fleet gathering
- the Chinese Meal organized by Angie. | look forward 1o seeing you

all out an the water saon. Hopetully, | will nat have to spend quite so 7. Sailing Secretary’s Report:

many weekends ransporting Doug to varkous events this year and can

get to race with you more often, David and | have yet lo toss the coin 2002 Season — key faalures

to decide wha is helming in the moming series and who in the after-

noon but we are keoking forward to the new series formal. | have the « CEpiries down on pravious saason, though nol a complete surprise

feeling It ks going to be an excellent year for Miracles. given the falling membarskip numbers.

+ Only 2 races loet through weather condifions.

» Revised Commodores/Bosuns event — brief explanation given as
to why we changed the format

» Race management ganarally went very well,

« Cruise to Aylesford (low support}

= |nter-Club Challenge v& MYC went very wedl

s Earlier start times for Winter Senas — no problems

= Mew Year's Day Race — 13 eniries, raising £100 lor the RLNI.
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= Salling Programme complete
Pisase see the Sailing Secretary's report elsewhers for details.

£, Bosun's Report:

4 secondhand BTE was purchased and the engine soid. 2 new 30 hp engines
were purchased and huve been serviced. The RIHs arc to be relied on more.
therefiore courses for RIB training are a most. These are being arganised by
Tohn Gore, Leander is running ok whils Wilsonian is having a new kel fil-
ted. also the engine and gearbox 1o be fitted.

9. Closing Remarks: The Commadare thanked evervone for coming to the
ACM and te the team who had sapported him and the Clol during the last
vear, He also gave his thanks 10 Ken Crundwell for all that he has done for
itz Clb as Treasurer.,

This vear's Anaual Dinner & Prize-givi will again be ai Lloyds Sports &
Social Club, Gillingham. ca Saturday 207 November 2003,

—j
T

{4 blast from the past, maybe, but such an excellent

phote by David Hudson, we cowldn 't resist including it |
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Miracles with Pator Horner

Our Flest Captain, Chris Chemiman, |s In Australia
at the time of writing and so you have to put up
wilh my scribblings for this issue of the magazine.

Fleet evenings serve three main purposes (in my view). First anop-
pertunity to get together socially during the period when net much sail-
ing is happening. Second to elect the Fleet Captain for the coming
year, Third 1o have some tively discussion about how the pas! year
went and, more importantly, ideas and suggestions for the Coming
year. The Miracie Fleet Evening on 11" January certainly achieved al
three. Three major topics were discussed and voted on withy thes resul-
ing propasals subsaquently taken Lo the Saillng Committ2e,

Single-handed sailing.

Inthe Miracle flzet wa have always allowed people o sail single-
handed. Originally it was on the undersianding that the result in a race
did net count 1.e. the resulls were the same as If you had not been
there, A faw years ago the flaet voted to let single-handed racers be
awarded points provided they had made every effort 1o find & crew first
|.e. you had fo intend 1o race double-handed. Cver the past year this
rule has baen overlooked in fhe results without 1he fleet's formal
agreement, The issue was discussed at this year's fleet avening and
the resuliing propesal was that a boat can be salied single-handed but
with medified P number propesed by the Salling Commitiee, provi-
sianally 1158, to allow for less displacement. This has been accepted
and applies to all singie-handed Miracles regardless of whether you
have tried to get a crew. This ks felt to be fairest to all and malntains
the desire to encourage as many boats as possible onto the water

Review of Points Series Format

In our fleet we have several members who can sall only in the after-
naon or only in the moming. We also have several boats in which the
occupants wish lo share helming and crewing on the same day. To
enabie thess members to complete all races in a senes, the proposal
Laken to Sailing Committes was for the Spring Series and Autumn Se-
ries both 1o be spiit info two separate moming and afiemoon saries.
This was agreed at Salling Committe and tha General Commiltee has
agreed to provide two additional frophies. So we now have six Paints
Seres rather than four e, Spring a.m., Soring p.m., Summer a.m.,
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Club Laser - Peter oocasionally salled
genesally with worse resulls {nice excuse th

A gtraw poll amongst the racers g
3114 would be very surprised if thve

his cad Gordon's newer boat,
ere for you, Gordon!)

ave the series the thumbs up, 20 that
Carias was not a continuing feature

of future ssasons. A co-operative, ploneering spiril among the com-

itors meant thal evearyons was
of the club a1 the end of the day, W
or. on several oocasions, provided by varl
who Kept the supply of beked spu
made of the volurtesrs who parformed DO, patrol boat and race BOX
duties. and who were kindly rewarded
and bottles of wine by lan (with first cholce over

And the resulls ware

Pos
18t
Znd
drd
ath
oth
&ih
T

gth

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

Class
| aser
RE 400
RS B00
Laser WVortax
Mirascie
F& 2300
Laser/ Radial
Miracle
Laser Radia’
Contender
RS 300
RS Vareo
Miracle
Miracie &'h

Helm
Peater Belcher
Chris Ashby
lan Parrig
Grahame Smith
David Hudson
Matthew Wynn
Gorden Belcher
Petar Hornar
Doug Homer
Martin Janes
Chria Mason
Teny Coulzon
Tina Walliz

Chrls Wallis

ds coming.

happy to chip in with the cleaning up
hila cataring was eithar a DIY affair
ous ‘angals In the kitchen',

Mention should alsa be

Crow

Mick Smith

Jackie Hudson

David Brooker

Hamy Coulson

hichells Watson

at the prize-giving with cards
the racers, to bool!).
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Are you looking for a crew or Izoking to crew? Have you been o ihe
cdub three weeks unning and put your nama on the blackboard only to
recaive no interest, then the fourth week stayed at home 1o watch the
Grand Brix just as a limousine-full of supermodels turned up all eager
to craw? Of do you avoid putting your name on the blackboard for fear
that Jonah will come over and ask you 1D GTEW, and you don't want to
hurt his feelings? Would you be happy 10 leam up with a novice if
{s}he was prepared o stick with you for a bit once trained up?

If any of these apply or if you just want your crewing situation sorted,
than you nead 31 ¥&'s new crew-matching service.

Simply send the aditor {contact details inside the front cover), in confi-
dence, details of what you're looking for gnd we'll try to malch you up.
If you don't want a supermodal but would prefer Jonah, have no fear,
your saciet is safe with us. Likewise, if you want & crewing job but dof
doi'l fancy a trapeze, we'll try to sort out the right skipper for you. Only
when your mutual requiremants sppear 1o match will we put you in
touch

Obwiously, the effectivensss of this service will depend upon how
many people choose 10 use it and It may take seme time to gat going
properly. Bul you may ieave your name on the list a5 long as you like
(please tell us If you're setiled), and at least there is some chance that
your crewing problem will be soried oul befare you arrive a the dub.

4
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Well, anather year has passed and I've still got a lof of party mood In
me yel, What about all of you, ready for another year of sailing and fun
by the water?

We rounded the year off with 2 grest New Year parly, and well done to
those who got the New Year's Day race in after the late night. | would
als0 fike 1o thank all the members and familles who supported fhe ac-
tivities | arranged throughoul the year.

This time anound | have had to give Planet Lazer (sic) and lca skating
a miss due to a busy winter arcund my house. But now thi sun is come
ing, John and me have stripped the boat ready for a new vamish and
can't wail 1o get on the water again [s0 how abow! ‘Flanet Lazar' soon,
then? Maybe a Barik Holday? - Ed.]

il all of ihe Saturday sailing, | was thinking, why not use this great
site wi have?, and if anyone has any Idea’s which we can run along
ihe same daylevening please approach me (disco, bby, gameasnkght,
sax/night. racenight 1* ).

| am locking at the 18" October 2003 for the annual bowling night, but
this year al Chatham. As long as we book ghead, we might get 3
games, 3 drinks and a basket maal for £17 pp . 5o think now and cormae
forward with tha names and | will try fo fix a deal

Have a great year , see you all around and please. Tony, get a slower
boat

Ricky (Osprey 1167) Knighiy

[Did anyana élse see the Virtual Skipper race game on the Y&Y stand
af Sailboar? The multi-player option would make a great focus for 8
club night. All we need Is a large-sereen TV, & compider and sovme
praciice... - Ed.]

Witsoadan Sailing Clhib Mugazine 27

The First Pre-Season Series

This year, over the five weeks folowing the Hoo Freezer, tha Club ran
for the first lima a Pra-Season Serles. Some of you may have sncoun-
tared the early publicity for this when it was billed 25 an ‘Extanded Se-
rige’. before the present title was found (any ideas for a Detlar ane?),

The man we have 1o thank for this Initiative is lan Parns, that incorrigl-
biy keen sallor whose enthusiasm even carries him slong when coping
with the handful that is his RSB00 (that's a pencil-thin single-hancer
with 3 trapeze for anyone new-ish to salling). For lan and 18 ather in-
trepld sallors, the ssason just wasn't long encugh, sa they decided to
start early. Despile fears that they'd ba salling in blizzards after chip-
ping the ice off the cover, the weather was amazingly benign, indeed
sunny, #nd most of the ime you could have bean forgiven far thinking
L was May or September, Only one week was howlingy windy, send-
ing most people swimming, but even this was a sunny day and nobody
seamed to mind very much, part from the usual frustraten about los-
ing time in the race

Givan that the boats involved ranged from the aforesaid RS 600 (PY
8201 to a clusier of Miracles (PY 1178), 1t was decided to use average
lap timing, starting and finishing at the club line. While the need 1o
heve anough laps per race entaled seiting rather short cowrsesflaps,
miszing out on the best pans of the river for sailing, and leaving the
sailors pray to lrbulence of the new building an St Mary's Island, the
lack of moored craft at this time of year was & help. The scarcity of
bogts an moorings mesant that it was possible to use ihe ones that ra-
mained as marks of the course, and this meant that satting = windward
leg in Short Reach was considerably easier than in summer. Alzo, ad-
vantsge was taken, where possble, of high tides to use various plecas
of river furniture Iying around Hoo Bay (we're rallably infarmad that
thess pontoons are leftovers from the work on the Madway Tunnal).,
giving more angles.

The racing saw success spread among the yarious classes participat-
ing, witn each of the Miracles scoring 3 2nd place and an RS 300 ang
an RS400 each winning two races, but the outstanding sallor of the se-
ries was Peter Belcher, newly returned 1o the club. Peter sailed (he
battersd club Laser into four 18t places, and confounded those of us
wha thought that a) the Lasers handicap has bean pushed hopelasshy
low by the likes of Ben Ainsley, and that b) club boats can't win races;
maybe more of us should go awsy and practice et gliding,.. Or zail the
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be helpful if everyone who Is willing to take a turn at safety cover con-
tacts me as s00n as possible with their name and days you are pre-
pared to do it.

The format of the sessians is compietely free and flexible. It will be up
to everybody wha wishes to have the safety cover tc ensure they stay
In sight of the safety boat If anyone wishes 1o organise any specific
activities e.g. informal short races, please feel to do 50, but no-ona
should feel pressured to join in if they do nol wanl 10,

if you have any questions or suggestions about the Saturday Clubs,
please coniact me,

The “New” Pursuit Race  wamnack

The sagle-eyed among you will have noticed a novelly in the sailing
calendar this year, On Bank Holiday Monday, 26th May, we are having
a pursull race. Mow, before the |onger-astablished mambers al write
in: yes, we know that holiday Mondays and pursvuit races have both
hean dane before, bul not quite in this year's form, we can assure you.
The new form should feature easier starting and a less spread-out fieel
at the end of the race, and, most importantly, be more enjoyable,

Far thosa that do not know, a pursuit race is onein which the skowar
boats are started first and the faster ones later, thus in reverse order to
their handicaps. If the handicapping is perfect, all boats should cross
the finish lne togethar. It doesn™t work out quite that way, of course,
byt it hould avaid that feeling of “by the tme I'm back in my Topper
the bar will be closad’: indeed, there's no reason why you shouldn't be
back first In your Topper. And first over the finish line i the winner, as
the handicapping is all taken care of in the starting times.

“&h." | haar you seying, ‘but Il be beaten home by the hot guys™ Mot
sc i this race. This ime we'ra introducing parscnal handicaps based
on everybody's performances last year, many boats will be siarting
singly, the hot helms an appropriate tme after the yet to be hat'. Bo if
we've got it right, anyone sailing a bit batter than they did |ast year will
be in with & chance of 2 win, aven if thay are usually [ast {or firsat).

[t's not to be taken tao serously, of course - our handicapping won't ba
that perfect, but we do think you'll nave fun, exciting racing, with no
long, lonely sail home and no walt for handicaps to be worked oul.
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WANTED: |
PERSONS OF CHARACTER & DETERMINATION |
FOR EXPLORATION OF MEDWAY CREEKS
by Brian (Franklin) Reeve

|| am trying to put together a small team of people to spand fime visil-
ing, by sailing or powered craft, the less wed known parts of the river.

The gim is to have, scetiered amongst the fleets, people wha have a
hetter idea of where the merks are if we go off main channel a.9. in the
Creeks Race and Leigh Trophy. This will alse cross over into club rac-
fng when appropriate tides allow us to use mora of e river.

It would be hoped those undertaking this exploration will be heppy to

| pass on their new-found knowledge by, say, havinga ribbon on thelr

beam to identify them during the Creeks Race, so that visitors and oth- '
ars wauld, if confused, feel they had someone 10 fotiow that may have
an idea where they are going (please remove ribbon if retiringlt) |

If interested, please ring ma on 01322 863853, or hawe a chat st the
club where you will find me by the Comet Race. Provisicnally, | pro-
pose outings on 3rd & 17th Msy. and 14ih June (befare the "‘Creeks'!)

WANTED
' by the House Commitiee

Please help us to supply music nights for you all by donating a sound
gystem for the clubhouse.

| We need CD and cassette piayers, speakers and an amp, but please
also let us know if you have only one or more of these 1o offer. Spaak
to Ricky Knights on 01634 831374 or Knights_fish@yahoo.com

Chandlers - _]

Our loyal advertisers, the Pirates Cave, located on lhe business estate
by the Medway Tunnel, have asked us to draw attention 1o the fact that
they now stock & range of Hoit fittings suliabie for dinghies and smaller
haats, as well as the usual chandlery items, ropes, books eic,

Mars detallz in the advertisement before the centrefold, |

— — e —
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The Centrefold

How da you get: - better racing,

- less duties, and

- reducad increases in membership fees?
Why, by having more members, of coursel

This mornth's centrefold is a poster designed to be pulled out and
pinned up an your work/schooliother club noticeboard.

Thera's space far you to insart your own name and phone number as a
coniact: think back to before you could sail, visiting a salling club could
be a pretty daunfing notion. A parsonal introduction will sase things
greatly, Just & chat onthe phone can be very BNCOUraging.

Still better, get your prospect out for a sal, idealty without them need-
ing 1o get involved in the mechanics of sailing bul simply able to sit
there and soak up tha sensations. Pick any sutable Ssturday, or now
about our Open Day on Saturday 7th June? There are plenty of sedate
boats available - maybe the club Wayfarar?

If every member introduced just ong new person of family to the club
sach year, the iImpact would be enormous. So tum o the centrafold
now, pull it out and stick it i your brisfcase or whatever, you'll already
have taken the firs: slap In doing your club a great service

If you've any other ldeas for publicising the club, or indeed do anyihing
to publicise it, please tell our new Publicity Officer, Brian Reeve {of
the Comet Race), 01322 863858 so that he can coordinats things.

Roy's Resuits

Some racers may not know that many of us hava been receiving 8
weekly e-mail Including an Exce| file showing the results for the previ-
ous weekend and current standings in the senes.

1f yau'd like 1o be Inciudad on the malling l=t, send an e-mail 1o Raoy
Winnett at reywinnettfcaredfree.net, who'll be happy to inciude you.
Alternatively, if you prafer you can look up the club web-site which now
also has an up to the minute results servics, That's at

wwnw. wilsoniansc.org.uk, of course.

Health Warning: too close attention to your stending in the points se-
ries ean spaoil your salling pleasure and damaga yeur health!
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« ‘Would you liks lo sail on Saturday aftarnoans but are not kappy to
do so without safety cover?

+ Are you thinking of changing bost or making some changes to your
axigfing boat but would first like the cpportunity o try other mam-
bers' boats?

« Do youwant the opportunity 0 do some boat-to-beat tuning with
another member or get someane else to teach some New l=ch-
niguas that there is never time for on Sundays?

Waould you like i have the opportunity to sall in the company of othars
10 build your personal confidence before starting to race?

Fram talking 1o many members during the latier part of 2001, there
sears to be strang support for programmed practice sessions to sat-
isfy all the above. Thissyou will =ee that this year's salling programme
includes ten Saturdays, in the warmer half of the year, entiled
s“Saturday Club”. This is not a complalely new icea as {here was a
similar set-up a few y=ars back., It was very popular then and for some
time | have thought the club would benefit greatly from s re-
infraduction.

| started to explore the concept firstly with juniors in mind &5 we always
have a large number stiending the training sessions but do not s2e
many of tham in betwesn, Howsver, thare ks also a significant number
of adult mambers who have completed iraining tourses but are nol
getting “pum in boat” time to practice all they have leamt and to bl
their confidence. Sa the Saturday Club is open 1o absolutely every-
one: beginner, expart, young anrd oid.

The plan is that sessions will start at 12:00 i.e. safety boat up and run-
ning ready for dinghies to launch at 13:00. Finlsh fime vall prabably ke
16:00, although, safety crew willing, we could carry o to 17:00 when it
is & nice warm, sunny day

One proviso for this happening ks thet there are always lwo or three
marmbers willing to man one of the displecement safety boats 10 pa-
vide tha safety cover. This could be a small group deing it for all the
days. different people each Safurday or several people taking turns at
safety cover and salling during the day. To be confidant that tha Sat-
wday Club is going 1o happen on sach of the designated days it would
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